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See “What are the possible side effects of 
oxaliplatin for injection” for information about 
other serious side effects.

Who should not use oxaliplatin for injection?

! Do not use oxaliplatin for injection if you are 
allergic to any of the ingredients in oxaliplatin for 
injection or other medicines that contain 
platinum. Cisplatin  and carboplatin are other 
chemotherapy medicines that also contain 
platinum. See the end of this leaflet for a complete 
list of the ingredients in oxaliplatin for injection.

Ask your doctor if you are not sure if you take a 
medicine that contains platinum.

What should I tell my doctor before treatment 
with oxaliplatin for injection?

Before receiving oxaliplatin for injection, tell your 
doctor if you:
! have kidney problems 
! have any other medical conditions 
! have had any allergic reactions to any medicines 

What is oxaliplatin for injection?

Oxaliplatin for injection is an anti-cancer 
(chemotherapy) medicine that is used with other 
anti-cancer medicines called 5-fluorouracil and 
leucovorin to treat people with:
! stage III colon cancer after surgery to remove the 

tumor
! advanced colon or rectal cancer (colo-rectal 

cancer).

Oxaliplatin for injection with infusional 5-
fluorouracil and leucovorin was shown to lower the 
chance of colon cancer returning when given to 
patients with stage III colon cancer after surgery to 
remove the tumor. Oxaliplatin for injection also 
increases survival in patients with stage III colon 
cancer. Oxaliplatin for injection with infusional 5-
fluorouracil and leucovorin was also shown to 
increase survival, shrink tumors and delay growth 
of tumors in some patients with advanced 
colorectal cancer.

It is not known if oxaliplatin for injection works in 
children.

! are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
Oxaliplatin for injection may harm your unborn 
child. You should avoid becoming pregnant while 
taking oxaliplatin for injection. Talk with your 
doctor about how to avoid pregnancy. 

! are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not 
known if oxaliplatin passes into your breast milk. 
You and your doctor should decide whether you 
will stop breastfeeding or not take oxaliplatin for 
injection.

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and non-prescription 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them 
and show it to your doctor and pharmacist when 
you get a new medicine.

How is oxaliplatin for injection given to me?

Oxaliplatin for injection is given to you through your 
veins (blood vessels).
! Your doctor will prescribe oxaliplatin for injection 

in an amount that is right for you.
! Your doctor will treat you with several medicines 

for your cancer.
! It is very important that you do exactly what your 

doctor and nurse have taught you to do.
! Some medicines may be given to you before 

oxaliplatin for injection to help prevent nausea 
and vomiting.

! Oxaliplatin for injection is given with 2 other 
chemotherapy medicines, leucovorin and 5-
fluorouracil.

! Each treatment course is given to you over 2 
days. You will receive oxaliplatin for injection on 
the first day only.

! There are usually 14 days between each 
chemotherapy treatment course.

Treatment Day 1:

Oxaliplatin for injection and leucovorin are given 
through a thin plastic tube put into a vein 
(intravenous infusion or I.V.) and given for 2 hours. 
You will be watched by a healthcare provider during 
this time.

Right after the oxaliplatin for injection and 
leucovorin are finished, 2 doses of 5-fluorouracil 
will be given. The first dose is given right away into 
your I.V. tube. The second dose will be given into 
your I.V. tube over the next 22 hours, using a pump 
device.

Treatment Day 2:

You will not get oxaliplatin for injection on Day 2. 
Leucovorin and 5-fluorouracil will be given the 
same way as on Day 1.

During your treatment with oxaliplatin for 
injection:

! It is important for you to keep all appointments. 
Call your doctor if you must miss an 
appointment. There may be special instructions 
for you.

! Your doctor may change how often you get 
oxaliplatin for injection, how much you get, or 
how long the infusion will take.

! You and your doctor will discuss how many times 
you will get oxaliplatin for injection.

The 5-fluorouracil will be given through your I.V. 
with a pump. If you have any problems with the 
pump or the tube, call your doctor, your nurse, or 
the person who is responsible for your pump. Do 
not let anyone other than a healthcare provider 
touch your infusion pump or tubing.

What activities should I avoid while on treatment 
with oxaliplatin for injection?

! Avoid cold temperatures and cold objects. Cover 
your skin if you must go outside in cold 
temperatures.

! Do not drink cold drinks or use ice cubes in 
drinks.

! Do not put ice or ice packs on your body.

See “How can I reduce the side effects caused by 
cold temperatures?” for more information.

Talk with your doctor and nurse about your level of 
activity during treatment with oxaliplatin for 
injection. Follow their instructions.

What are the possible side effects of oxaliplatin 
for injection?

Oxaliplatin for injection can cause serious side 
effects, including:

! Serious allergic reactions. See “What is the 
most important information I should know about 
oxaliplatin for injection?”

! Nerve problems. Oxaliplatin for injection can 
affect how your nerves work and make you feel. 
Tell your doctor right away if you get any signs of 
nerve problems listed below:

! Very sensitive to cold temperatures and cold 
objects

! Trouble breathing, swallowing, or saying 
words, jaw tightness, odd feelings in your 
tongue, or chest pressure

! Pain, tingling, burning (pins and needles, numb 
feeling) in your hands, feet, or around your 
mouth or throat, which may cause problems 
walking or performing activities of daily living.

! Reversible Posterior Leukoencephalopathy 
(RPLS). RPLS is a rare condition that affects the 
brain. Tell your doctor right away if you have any 
of the following signs and symptoms of RPLS: 
! headache 
! confusion or a change in the way you think
! seizures
! vision problems, such as blurriness or vision 

loss. You should not drive, operate heavy 
machines, or engage in dangerous activities if 
you have vision problems while receiving 
oxaliplatin for injection.

The first signs of nerve problems may happen 
with the first treatment. The nerve problems can 
also start up to 2 days after treatment. If you 
develop nerve problems, the amount of 
oxaliplatin for injection in your next treatment may 
be changed or oxaliplatin for injection treatment 
may be stopped.

For information on ways to lessen or help with the 
nerve problems, see the end of this leaflet, “How 
can I reduce the side effects caused by cold 
temperatures?”

PATIENT INFORMATION

Read this patient information leaflet carefully before 
you start receiving oxaliplatin for injection. There 
may be new information. It will help you learn more 
about oxaliplatin for injection. This leaflet does not 
take the place of talking to your doctor about your 
medical condition or your treatment. Ask your 
doctor about any questions you have.

OXALIPLATIN FOR INJECTION, USP 
FOR INTRAVENOUS USE

What is the most important information I should 
know about oxaliplatin for injection?

Serious side effects can happen in people taking 
oxaliplatin for injection, including: 
! Serious allergic reactions. Oxaliplatin for 

injection can cause serious allergic reactions, 
including allergic reactions that may cause 
death. Oxaliplatin for injection is a platinum base 
medicine. Serious allergic reactions including 
death can occur in people who take oxaliplatin for 
injection and who have had previous allergic 
reactions to platinum medicines. Serious allergic 
reactions can happen within a few minutes of 
your infusion or any time during your treatment 
with oxaliplatin for injection.

Get emergency help right away if you:
! have trouble breathing.
! feel like your throat is closing up.

Call your doctor right away if you have any of the 
following signs or symptoms of an allergic reaction:
! rash
! flushed face
! hives
! itching
! swelling of your lips or tongue
! sudden cough
! dizziness or feel faint
! sweating
! chest pain
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